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Cadiz; and he might really be said to have no affliction in the world but that of his middle daughter, who, though by far the richest and most prosperous in circumstances, and lived in the most splendour of all the rest, yet he esteemed really miserable; and so indeed in one sense she was.
He was at dinner one day at his eldest daughter's house, his youngest daughter being casually there also, when, while they were at table, letters came from the Bath, where his middle daughter was gone with her husband, to acquaint them that her husband, after an indisposition of no more than five days, was dead. It surprised them all, for he had not so much as heard that he was ill; and his distemper being a pleurisy, it was exceedingly violent, and carried him off very quickly. When their father read the letter, he was extremely surprised, and rising up from the table hastily, Poor child! says he, God has delivered her, but it is by a sad stroke. His daughters got up from table terribly frighted, when they saw the disorder their father was in, not knowing what the matter was; but he perceiving it, turned about suddenly, and
said, Your sister---------is a widow; and threw
down the letter. At this they sat down again all surprised, and indeed sensibly afflicted; for, excepting his religion, which was not all that while made public, he was a most obliging relation to them all.
I purposely pass over here the incidents that may be supposed to happen in the family on so sad an occasion, (such as the lady's coming up from the Bath, the concern of the father and sisters to comfort her, the disposal of herself, and the management of her affairs,) hastening to the main story, viz., the account she gave of her life past, and of what she had gone through in the eight years of her